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The Sprig of Acacia 

Key Dates: 

 2 Sep Business Meeting 

 6 Sep Labor Day 

 10 Sep Inspirational Meet-

ing Scottish Rite Center 

7pm 

 11 Sep Patriot Day 

 23 Sep Proposed MM Deg. 

 23 Sep Autumn Begins 
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Richard Miner WM 

Jason Chittum SW 

Jeff Hall JW 

Art Ford Treas. 

Jack Coker Sec 

Travis Whitfield SD 

Doug Hall JD 

Tom Rotureau Stew. 

John Rotureau Stew. 

Thomas Baker Tiler 

Hugh Bickley Chap. 

Charles Marthers Organ. 

I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable summer.  During the summer months 

Bro. Goza was passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft, we celebrated St. John’s 

Day with a Catfish Fry, and we completed our community service projects.  

Looking forward to the fall and winter months there are several important dates 

and activities I would like you to keep in mind. Our District Inspirational 

meeting is being held on Sept 10 at the Scottish Rite Temple at 7pm.  I am 

looking forward to seeing you there.  Our Ladies and Awards night will be on 

Nov 18 at 7pm. Bro JW Jeff Hall has a special night planned for both our ladies 

and past masters mark your calendars now if you haven’t already.  We have a 

Master Mason Degree scheduled on Sept 23 and of course our regular 

communications. This month’s “Masonic Light” contained an article by our 

Grand Master The Most Worshipful Berry Rickman, encouraging us to refer to 

each other as brother both in and out of lodge.  Those of you who receive the 

newsletter I encourage you to read his article if you haven’t already.  Those of 

you who may not have seen his article he reasoned that by referring to each other 

as brothers we extend that invisible bond we all share as brother masons.  The 

complete article will soon be on the Grand Lodge website.  In closing I want to 

thank each of you for your work in the lodge and I am looking forward to a great 

Fall season and some cooler weather.  

From the Secretaries Desk 
Brethren once again it is time to send out those nasty little dues notices.  With our 

October newsletter we will be sending out the little envelopes for you to pay your 

dues.  If you get your newsletter by US Mail it will be in the envelope with your 

newsletter.  If you get your newsletter by e-mail you will receive it in a separate 

envelope.  Both will be stamped DUES NOTICE ENCLOSED. 

It seems there has been some confusion in the past about when dues are due.  

Maybe I can clear that up.  Your 2010 dues were due before December 31, 2009. 

Your 2011 dues will be due before December 31, 2010. I woul like to ask each 

brother to check his dues card.  If your card states that dues are paid to December 

2010 you are in good shape and in good standing.  If it states that dues are paid to 

December 31, 2009 you are in arrears, and will be dropped NPD on October 31, 

2010 unless your dues are paid. 

I hope that helps to clear this up.  If you have any questions as to where you stand 

please call me at the temple (803) 256-2538 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM, Monday thru 

Thursday and I will be glad to check it for you.  

From The East                         

Prayer List: 

Bro. Alton Blanks 

WB Wayne McKee 

Bro. Patrick Crowe 

Bro. Kyle Hazekamp 

(Afghanistan) 

Donations: 
Bro. Roger Doyon 
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There has been much discussion on this subject and I will state 

up front that there is no “right way” nor is there a “wrong way” 

to wear your ring. This article makes a few valid points but I 

have heard others that are, to me at least, valid points as well. 

            "What is the proper way to wear a Masonic ring?  Should 

the points of the compass be toward or away from the body? 

       "If you were hanging the American flag, would you put the stars down?  

The same holds true of the ring.  Usually it is a gift, and has sentimental value 

for the wearer.  It should look right side up to him.  Rings are therefore worn 

with the points of the compass toward the wearer." 

     This subject is one on which Grand Lodges have made no regulation and 

popular opinion is divided.  We must therefore reason from analogy.  When the 

emblem of the square and compasses is displayed on a building, pennant, but-

ton, watch charm etc., universal custom requires the points of the compass 

point downward.  When displayed   on the Altar they point away from the Mas-

ter.  As the Master from his station views the compass from the Altar of his 

lodge, the points are from, not towards him.  As the wearer of a compass watch 

charm views it, the points are down and away from his eyes.  In a similar way 

as he views the emblem on his ring the points should be down or away from his 

eyes. 

     The square is the symbol of earthly, the compass of heavenly perfection.  As 

a combined emblem the ends of the square point up as a symbol of man's aspi-

rations toward God; the points of the compass are down to represent heavenly 

qualities coming down from God to earth.  Therefore it would seem that the 

proper way to wear a ring would be that is which its symbolism is best ex-

pressed; namely, that in which, when the hand is held in its usual position the 

points of the compass are towards the earth and away from the wearer's eyes. 

    

From The South 
  

“We represent a fraternity 

which believes in justice 

and truth and honorable 

action in your 

community…men who are 

endeavoring to be better 

citizens…[and] to make a 

great country greater. This 

is the only institution in 

the world where we can 

meet on the level all sorts 

of people who want to live 

rightly.” 

Harry S. Truman 

President of the United 

States 

From the Secretaries Desk (Cont.) 

If you have not paid your 2010 dues I have to send you a NOTICE BEFORE 

ERASURE on October 1, 2010.  If they are not paid by October 31, 2010 you 

will be automatically dropped for NPD and I will have to send you a NOTICE 

AFTER ERASURE. We have  no choice in this as it is mandated by Grand 

Lodge By-Laws.  We certainly do not want to lose anyone for NPD. We cur-

rently have 13 brothers who have not paid their 2010 dues. Sadly a couple of 

these are only a year or two away from life membership.  

Again we want to thank the Rotureau Brothers for keeping the grass around the 

Temple cut. We also got the Shrubbery trimmed back and the property looked 

real good until the wire grass that belongs to the city got knee high again.  BUT 

it has been knocked down and looks better. 

I am sure our J/W will mention this in his article, but everyone needs to put No-

vember 18, 2010 on your calendar for our ladies and Awards night.  We will be 

sending out the invitation letters to the recipients soon.  We have 25, 40, 50 and 

60 year awards this year 
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 September Birthdays! 
03: Michael Coker 

04: Edward Thomas, Sr 

06: Albert Winter, Jr 

07: Aaron McElveen 

08: Raymond Jackson 

08: William Sirmons 

17: Leonard Davis 

17: Don Michie 

19: Teddy Orvin 

21: Melvin Hornberger 

21:Meshell Matney, Jr 

25: Brooks Royals 

25: Myers Skinner, Jr 

27: Astor Jacobs,  Jr 

30: Paul Simpson 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Masonic Education (ACACIA) 

 Acacia is one of the most interesting and important symbols in freemasonry.  

Botanically it is the Acacia Vera of Tunnefort, the Mismosa Nilotica of Linnaeus, and 

the Babul Tree in India.  The Acacia Arabica grew abundantly in the vicinity of Jerusa-

lem, where it is still to be found, and in its modern use as the tree from which gum 

Arabic is derived.   

The acacia is called, in the Bible, Shittim, which is plural of Shittah, which last form 

occurs only once, the 41st chapter of Isaiah, verse 19.  It was esteemed as sacred wood 

among the Hebrews, and of it Moses was ordered to make the Tabernacle, the Ark of 

the Covenant, the Table for the Shew bread, and the rest of the scared furniture. There-

fore, the thing we notice about the symbol of Acacia is that it was considered more 

holy than the other trees in the forest by reason of the sacred purposes to which it was 

devoted.  

 The early freemasons very naturally appropriated this hallowed plant to the 

equally sacred purpose of a symbol, which was to teach an important divine truth in all 

ages to come.  In our system of freemasonry, it is the symbol of the immortality of the 

soul.  As the evanescent nature of the flower, which cometh forth and is cut down, re-

minds us of the transitory nature of human life, so perpetual renewal of the evergreen 

plant, which uninterruptedly presents the appearance of youth and vigor, is aptly com-

pared to that spiritual life in which the soul, freed from the corruptible companionship 

of the body, shall enjoy an eternal spring and an immortal youth. In the impressive fu-

neral service of our Order, it is said that the evergreen is the symbol of our belief in the 

immortality of the soul and by it we are reminded that we have a high and glorious des-

tiny beyond the world of shadows and  that there dwells within man an immortal, im-

perishable spirit, over which the grave has no dominion and death no power.  

 There was an ancient custom by which mourners would carry in their hands a 

Sprig of some evergreen and deposit it in the grave of the deceased.  According to Dal-

cho, the Hebrews planted a sprig of Acacia at the head of the grave of a departed 

friend. According to Jewish law, no dead bodies could be interred within the walls of 

the city, and since priests were prohibited from crossing over a grave, it was necessary 

to mark the grave so that it might be avoided. 

 Hence, we see the propriety of placing the Sprig of Acacia among the symbols 

of that Degree, all of whose ceremonies are intended to teach us the great truth that the 

life of man, regulated by morality, faith, and justice, will be rewarded, at its closing 

hour, by the prospect of eternal bliss.  The Acacia presents itself to the Master Mason 

as a symbol of the immortality of the soul and reminds him of that better and spiritual 

part within us, which, as an emanation of the Great Architect of the Universe, can 

never die. But, the Acacia has two other interpretations, which are well worth investi-

gating. 

From The South (Cont.) 

Thus it will be seen that our conclusion does not agree with the writer in Tem-

ple Topics.  He truly says that in hanging an American flag we would not put 

the stars down, but in hanging a compass or a square and compass, he surly 

would put the points of  the compass down.  The same rule holds when worn as 

a ring or button or a watch charm; namely, they would be worn the same way 

with the points down.  When so worn they all serve the same purposes, and by 

no means the least of these purposes is to announce to the world the proud 

wearer is a Mason. 

(Copied from THE MONTANA MASON, May 1936, page 15) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEE YOU IN THE LODGE!!! 

PO BOX 5394 
Columbia, SC 29250-5394 

803-772-2234 

ACACIA LODGE #94  
A.F.M 

Secretary  
Jack Coker, PM, PSGD 
1118 Bakersfield Road 
Columbia, SC 29210 

Editor Jason Chittum 
803-667-2139 

The_sprig_of_acacia@yahoo.com 

Weõre on the web  

at  

www.acacia94.com  

Marry 

Christmas Every-
one, I 

Front Row Left to Right: TresðWB Art Ford, SWðJason Chittum, WM Richard Miner, JWðJeff 
Hall, SecðWB Jack Coker.  Second Row Left to Right: SDðTravis Whitfield, Stewð Tom Rotureau, 
StewðJohn Rotureau, JDðDoug Hall, TilerðWB Tommy Baker, ChapðBob Milling 

The Acacia is a symbol of innocence, depending not any analogy in the form or use of the 

symbol, but simply of the double compound meaning of the word. In the Greek language, 

Acacia not only refers to the plant in question, but also to moral quality of innocence of pu-

rity of life.  In this sense, to him over whose grave the Acacia was planted and whose virtu-

ous conduct, integrity of life, and fidelity to his trusts, have ever been represented as patterns 

to the Craft. Consequently, all Master Masons, by this interpretation of the symbol, are in-

vited to emulate his example.  

 Lastly, the Acacia is to be considered as a symbol of initiation.  It is significant fact 

that, in all ancient initiations and religious mysteries, there was some plant peculiar to each, 

and which occupied an important position in the celebration of the Rites.  Thus it was, that 

the plant, from its constant and prominent use in the ceremonies, came at length to be 

adopted as the symbol of the initiation.   

  

Therefore, we find that the Acacia is capable of three interpretations, which are closely con-

nected, and if we desire a just interpretation of this symbol, that connection must be ob-

served. Thus in this one symbol, we are taught that the initiation of life, innocence must for 

a time lie in the grave, at length, to be called by the command of Him who rules the heavens 
and the earth, to a blissful immortality.  Therefore, in this little and  apparently insignificant, 

symbol, but which is really and truly the most important and significant one in Masonic sci-

ence, we have a beautiful suggestion of all the mysteries of life and death, of time and eter-

nity, of the past and future.  

Masonic Education (Cont.) 

ñFreemasonry embraces 

the highest moral laws 

and will bear the test of 

any system of ethics or 

philosophy ever 

promulgated for the 

uplift of man.ò 

Douglas MacArthur 

General of the Army 


