
 

 

DONATIONS 

Bro. Paul Simpson 

Bro. Alton Blanks 

Bro. Clyde Joines 

Bro. Heath Greene 
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The Sprig of Acacia 

March Key Dates: 

¶ 4 Mar Business Meeting 

¶ 14 Mar Daylight Savings 

Time begins 

¶ 15 Mar SCETV Fund Raiser 

(Roy Orbison Theme) 

¶ 17 Mar St. Patrickôs Day 

¶ 20 Mar Spring Begins 

¶ 28 Mar Palm Sunday 
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Richard Miner WM 

Jason Chittum SW 

Jeff Hall JW 

Art Ford Treas. 

Jack Coker Sec 

Travis Whitfield SD 

Doug Hall JD 

Tom Rotureau Stew. 

John Rotureau Stew. 

Thomas Baker Tiler 

Bob Milling Chap. 

Charles Marthers Organ. 

I  n spite of snow, and cold 

weather our rededication 

was a resounding success.  

We had over 65 brethren 

and guest join us in our 

150th year rededication 

ceremony on Saturday.  We 

owe thanks to all these who 

attended but especially to 

Grand Master Berry 

Rickman and those Grand 

Lodge Officers who braved 

the elements, Carol Coker 

and the dedicated ladies of 

the Easter Star Chapter 59 

who prepared the lunch, and 

Worshipful Brother Jim 

Neal and the rededication 

committee members who 

worked over the last 18 

months to ensure success. I 

also want to thank all of the 

lodge officers and brethren 

who work so hard behind 

the scenes to ensure our 

success.  It was truly a team 

effort.  Letôs keep the 

momentum going and my 

personal thanks to all who 

played a part.  

 

Tidings From The East                         

Tidings From The West                       
Brethren, we have got our 

150th year rededication 

ceremony behind us, and 

now we set the wheels in 

motion to ensure the lodge 

is able to enjoy its 300th 

year rededication ceremony.  

I hope and pray that this 

rededication will signal a 

new birth for our lodge, as 

we institute new beginnings.  

Our lodge is a wonderful 

lodge, full of history, great 

men, and great masons.  I 

have spoken with many of 

you on the phone over the 

past 12 months, and I have 

asked you all about coming 

back into the lodge.  We are 

still here at the same place, 

and we still miss you.  

There are many brethren 

who may read this whom I 

have never met, and I would 

like too.  For what ever rea-

son you are unable to make 

it to lodge meetings, I ask 

you donôt fall out of touch 

with us completely.  You 

are still a member of our 

lodge, and you are still a 

fellow brother mason.  On 

behalf of the Worshipful 

Master, Wardens, and 

Brethren, I would like to say  

we miss you, and worry 

about you.  If at any time 

you want to return to lodge 

and need assistance please 

give myself a call at 803-

667-2139 and we will make 

some kind of arrangements 

to pick up and bring you 

home.  And on that note, if 

there is anything else you 

may need help with, remem-

ber your fellow brothers are 

here for you.  With that 

said, I would like to ask that 

each of you remember your 

obligations and help you 

fellow brothers, and 

neighbors.  We are family to 

each other, and we depend 

on each other, for we are all 

brothers. Many of you have 

spent your whole lives in 

the lodge, many of you have 

been friends for what seems 

like eternity.  I ask that as 

we progress through this 

year, donôt forget those 

wonderful things that you 

love about masonry, the 

work, the lessons, the fel-

lowship, etc.  We will be 

here waiting to meet and 

greet you once again, with 

open arms and a familiar 

grip.   

So Mote It Be.    

THE REAL SECRET OF  

FREEMASONRY 
MAKING GOOD MEN BETTER 
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icy day. A later review of 

the registration list revealed 

at least 33 persons who had 

preregistered but whose 

attendance was hindered by 

the weather. After lunch, 

those who were Entered 

Apprentice Masons moved 

to the Lodge Hall for the 

opening by the Grand Mas-

ter, Barry A. Rickman, and 

the Wardens and Officers 

of the Grand Lodge of An-

cient Free Masons of South 

Carolina.  Those who were 

not Masons were invited 

into the Lodge after open-

ing and moving to refresh-

ment. Because of the 

weather the Grand Chaplain 

could not be present. Serv-

ing as  pro tem Grand 

Chaplain was Rev. Hugh 

Bickley,  one of Acacia 

Lodge # 94ôs Past Masters.  

The Grand Chaplain is an 

integral part of the Rededi-

cation Ceremony and hav-

ing WB Bickley in this role 

made the event even more 

meaningful to members of 

Acacia Lodge # 94.After 

the Rededication Cere-

mony, our Worshipful 

Master recognized nine of 

Acacia Lodge # 94ôs Past 

Masters  in attendance.  

Among those were Wor-

shipful Brother William T. 

Rotureau, Sr. who was 

Master in 1974 and whose 

sons John and Tom cur-

rently serve as Stewards. In 

addition, he presented the 

Grand Master with a coin 

struck for this occasion.  

All members of Acacia 

Lodge # 94 attending were 

given a coin.  Those not 

attending who wish to pur-

chase a coin may do so by 

contacting our Secretary, 

WB Jack Coker, at the 

Lodge office, 803-256-

2538, between 9am and 

2pm Monday-Thursdays.  

Cost is 15.00 each. Only 

100 were minted and they 

are going quickly, get them 

while you can.  

Acacia Lodge # 94 cele-

brated its 150th anniversary 

with a Rededication of the 

Lodge conducted by the 

Grand Lodge of Ancient 

Free Masons of South Caro-

lina on Saturday, February 

13, 2010. It almost did not 

happen. The night before 

South Carolina was in the 

path of a fast moving winter 

storm.  Moving quickly out 

of Georgia and Alabama, 

the winter storm dumped up 

to 8.5 inches in parts of the 

midlands.  The first signifi-

cant snowfall in the past six 

years and the most snow 

since 1973, Should the 

event be canceled?  Should 

it be delayed?  The Grand 

Lodge advised proceeding 

as planned based on the 

weather reports, road condi-

tions and problems pre-

sented by rescheduling.  It 

was a good call. Seventy 

persons enjoyed the lunch 

prepared and served by 

Eastern Star Chapter # 59.  

Beef stew over rice was just 

the right meal for this cold, 

150th Rededication Ceremony 

reported on plans for a cell 

phone fund raiser and plans 

to move the adopt a high-

way program closer to the 

lodge in support of our local 

community. WB Jim Neal 

gave a lodge update on the 

150th rededication cere-

mony while bro. JW showed 

off the coin that the lodge 

had commissioned to com-

memorate this event. WM 

Miner was presented with 

his certificate of proficiency 

on the 1st degree lecture by 

our DDGM and gave an 

excellent presentation on the 

history of the St. Johns 

which is also included under 

the Masonic education por-

tion of this months Sprig.  

Overall it was excellent 

food, great times, good fel-

lowship, and a productive 

meeting. March 4th 2010 

will be our next regular 

communication which 

promises to be equally as 

productive, we look forward 

to seeing you there, and 

until then brethren safe trav-

els.  

     

Brethren, how great it was 

for us to dwell in unity to-

gether on 4 Feb 10. We had 

20 brothers in attendance 

including our DDGM RW 

Bill Bouknight.  The craft 

enjoyed a superb chicken 

stew and corn bread pre-

pared by WB Jim Neal and 

JW Jeff Hall. During the 

meeting our Chaplin Dr. 

Bob Milling has requested 

that if anyone knows of a 

brother sick or distressed to 

please let me know so we 

may pray for them, and/or 

visit with them. Our Com-

munity Outreach Committee 

Business Meeting 

An Excellent Meal Prepared by 
OES #59. 

GM Barry Rickman Rededicating 
Acacia Lodge #94 A.F.M. 

JW Hall, GM Rickman, & 

WM Miner in the East 

PROUD GRAND-DADDY! 

 

Bro. John Rotureau Welcomes 
the birth of his Grand-daughter.  
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Our Cell Phone Recycling 
Program is now in effect.  
Clean out your old drawers 
and closest, and send us your 
old unwanted cell phones, 
either by mail, drop off, or 
pickup if in local area.   

 

The lodge will receive funds 
for every cell phone, PDA, 
and/or IPOD it collects for 
recycling depending on make 
and model.  

 

All items collected through 
this program are either refur-
bished and reused or smelted 
down for metals and plastics at 
an EPA regulated facility that 
is ISO 14001 certified.  

 

All funds received will go to-
ward charity, and other char-
ity fund raisers. 

 

Remember the most eco-
friendly thing you can do with 
an old phone is to reuse it, 
one cell phone can pollute 
40,000 gallons of ground wa-
ter if thrown away. 

Most of us have wondered 
why in the opening of the 
lodge do we use the phrase 
ñDedicated to the Holy 
Saints Johnò and why do we 
refer to the Saints John as 
our Patron Saints. Why the 
Holy Saints John? 

To try to answer these ques-
tions, letôs first look at who 
were these two Saints John?  
In part the answer can be 
found in the Bible, which 
tells us that there are two 
Saint Johns, Saint John the 
Baptist, and Saint John the 
Evangelist.  St John the Bap-
tist according to tradition 
was born on June 24 or the 
summer solstice and was a 
cleric who adhered to strict 
moral law. He was beheaded 
for his moral and single 
minded beliefs. Saint John 
the Evangelist is described as 
the most loyal and closest of 
the 12 disciples.  Some 
credit him  with writing the 
Gospel of John and the book 
of Revelations,.  

History also tells us, that as 
Europe starting moving out 
of the dark ages, guilds of 
craftsman began to form. It 
was customary for these 
guilds to adopt a protective 
Patron Saint and use their 
feast day(s) as a gathering for 
celebration as well as the 

conducting of guild business. 
Stonemason Guilds often 
choose one or both of the 
Saints John because of their 
loyalty to moral law and 
faithfulness to man. As these 
operative Masonic guilds 
turned in to speculative Ma-
sonic lodges these character-
istics of loyalty and faithful-
ness became the bases for 
their believe and teachings. 
It was therefore natural, that 
our ancient brethren would 
choose them as guiding prin-
ciples upon which to build a 
well regulated lodge as well 
as their lives.  

In the second section of the 
Entered Apprentice lecture, 
the Saints John are referred 
to as ñperfect parallels,ò 
Saint John the Baptist repre-
senting adherence to moral 
law and Saint John the Evan-
gelist representing loyalty to 
family and fraternity. In the 
Entered Apprentice degree 
we are also given geometric 
figures; a circle around a 
point bound on the right 
and left by two single parallel 
lines, which we are told is to 
remind us to keep our ac-
tions within do bounds.  It is 
my opinion, that within this 
reference to ñprefect paral-
lelsò the answer to why our 
lodges are dedicated to the 
Holy Saints John lies.  

As we are told in the En-
tered Apprentice lecture, 
one of these lines represents 
Saint John the Baptist with 
his proclaiming Moral law 
and the opposite but equal 
line represents Saint John 
the Evangelist with his em-
phasis on loyalty to God and 
man. As Masons this in-
structs us in the importance 
of setting both a moral and 
personal boundary by which 
we can conduct both our 
lodges and lives. The dis-
tance from the point within 
the circle then becomes the 
area in which we can act and 
conduct business without 
exceeding these moral and 
social boundaries set by the 
Saints John. By regulating 
our lives and lodges within 
the area of the circle we will 
remain within the bounds 
with both man and God.  

So the next time you hear 
ñDedicated to the Holy 
Saints Johnsò, think first of 
your relationship with God 
and next of your actions 
towards all mankind but 
more especially to a brother 
Mason.  

Fraternally,                     
Richard Miner                  
Worshipful Master 2010 

Why Are The Saints John, Relevant in Masonry? 

SISTER CAROL COKERôS FAMOUS RECIPE FOR COLE SLAW 

During lunch at the Rededication, so many people asked Carol Coker for the recipe for her coleslaw 
that we prevailed upon her for a copy.  

Cole Slaw Mix                                                     Seasoning Mix                       *Pour Seasoning mix       

16 oz Package of Cole Slaw                                1 Cup oil                                  over coleslaw mix  

1 Bunch sliced green onions                              1/2 Cup sugar                         

2 Packages of Beef Romaine noodle soup          1/3 Cup white vinegar 

1/2 Cup sliced almonds                                     2 Packages of beef seasoning from 

1 Cup sun flower seeds                                           noodle packages 

  March Birthdayôs 

18: Thomas M. Gault, Jr 

19: Larry B. Davis 

23: Arthur B. Ford 

      Robert B. Anderson 

25: Wilbur L. Harling 

26: David T. Beal  

30: Donald H. Ross 

31: Norman G. Barkoot 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEE YOU IN THE LODGE!!! 

PO BOX 5394 
Columbia, SC 29250-5394 

803-772-2234 

A CACIA  LODGE #94 
A.F.M 

Secretary  
Jack Coker, PM, PSGD 
1118 Bakersfield Road 
Columbia, SC 29210 

Editor Jason Chittum 
803-667-2139 

The_sprig_of_acacia@yahoo.com 

Weõre on the web  

at  

www.acacia94.com  

Marry 

Christmas Every-
one, I 

Front Row Left to Right: TresðWB Art Ford, SWðJason Chittum, WM Richard Miner, JWðJeff 
Hall, SecðWB Jack Coker.  

Second Row Left to Right: SDðTravis Whitfield, Stewð Tom Rotureau, StewðJohn Rotureau, JDð
Doug Hall, TilerðWB Tommy Baker, ChapðBob Milling 

Did I  help or hurt today,  

Is anyone happier that I passed this way, 

Will anyone remember that I spoke to them today 

And when the day is over and toiling time is 
through 

Will someone say a kindly word, for meï for you. 

 

I wonder can I say in parting  

From a day that is slipping fast, 

Did I help a single brother 

From the many that I passed 

Is a single heart rejoicing 

Over what I did or said 

 

Masonic Poem   

ñMan is never closer to 
God than when he 

kneels, spiritually  naked, 
at the altar of 
Freemasonry" 

Masonic Services 

Association series. vol.19 

p14 

Does someone whose hopes were fad-
ing 

Now with New Hope look ahead. 

Did I win this day or lose it, 

Was it well or poorly spent, 

Did I leave a trail of kindness, 

Or a scar of discontent 

 

As I close my eyes in slumber, 

To the Architect above I pray, 

That Iôve earned one more tomorrow, 

By the good I did today. 

 

Author UNKNOWN 

Words to live by 

 


